April in Paris
Historic Paris
Small Museums
Lodging

Dining

Shopping

General Information

April in Paris

Easter week (which runsfrom Palm Sunday through the Monday after Easter) isanationa holiday
in France. Many of the most popular locales, such asthe Eiffel Tower and theLouvre, aretherefore
crowded with French touristsand school children. However, the holiday did not interferewith our plans
to concentrate on the small museums, tearooms, and boutique shopping areas. We actually found some
placesto be almost deserted. The small museumswereadelight, and wewere ableto enjoy theflowers

and treesblooming al over Parisand the surrounding areas.

Chéteau Fontainebleau, ashort train ridefrom Gare de Lyon, wasgrand.
The palace dates back to the 12" Century, and it hasrooms preserved from
the Renaissance up to thereign of LouisPhillipeinthe 19" Century. It was
from Fontainebleau that Napoledn | abdicated and said farewell tohis
army beforegoinginto exile. Many of hispersona belongingsarestill on
view. We had the place almost to oursel ves, and we could explore at our
leisure. We even danced in the ballroom without the bother of crowds
of admiring eyes! Dany. J

Thetour busesdo not run to Giverny onthe Monday after Easter, g in they,
soweenjoyed arelatively uncrowded trip to that lovely place. We iroo
discovered that we could rent acar for lessthan thetour ticketswould have
cost. The Mavensenjoyed lunchinacountry inn, then toured the M onet homeand saw
itsgardensin spring splendor at our lel sure—pluswe had all thetime we needed for shopping.

Easter Sunday we attended servicesat theAmerican Cathedral and were enthralled by thewonder-
ful organ music. Asinveterate stargazers, wewerejustifiably hysterical to learnthat thelay L ector for
the servicewasnone other than Miss OliviaDe Havilland! After the service, theMavensof course
marched right up and introduced ourselves. The actress, who still hasthat beautiful, low voice, was
charming and graciousto us.

A First-Day Tour of Historic Paris

For alovely first day in Paris, we suggest touring TledelaCitéand 1le Saint-L ouisfor arefreshing
andrelaxing “twoidandtour.” Thetraveler cantour thefascinating stesontheidandswhiletakingtime
tosit at severa sidewak cafesand browsein the shops. We stopped in thefamous Marché aux Fleurs
and carried our lovely azaleaplant with ustherest of theday to haveit on our dining tablefor our entire
stay. Theseidandsarethe site of theorigin of Pariswith thearriva of the Celtic tribe called the Parisii.
TledelaCitébecamethejudicial and religious center, wherethe major sitestoday arethe Palaisde
Justice, the Conciergerie, Notre Dame, and Sainte-Chapelle. View the splendor of the stained glass
windowsin Sainte-Chapelle shot through with afternoon sunlight and attend VVespersat Notre Dame.



Aseveningfals, you cansit on apark benchinthegardensbehind the
cathedral among thetreesinfull spring bloom, filled with bouquets of pink
flowers

Proceed acrossthe Pont Saint-L ouisto 1le Saint-L ouis and enjoy the
famousBerthillonicecream at CaféLeFloreen|’Tle. Next isastroll
downtherue Saint-Louisen!’Tle. Thissmall arearetainsthecharmof a
favoriteantiquewith boutique hotelsand luxury residences. Purchase
itemsfrom the epicurean shopsto enjoy during your stay in Parisand select fine dining locationsfor your
visit. Oneof our favorite restaurants at number 69 isnow appropriately named Mon Viell Ami (my old
friend), wherewe had amemorablefirst-night dinner. With night approaching, takeariver cruiseonthe
Bateaux Mouches (tourist boats); the boatsflare spotlights on the structures and bridges, and the Eiffel
Tower glowswith aglittering light show, amagica way to end your first day in Paris.

Small Museums in Paris

Parisisfilled with magnificent housesthat have been turned into museums. Visitorscan find amuseum
devoted to almost any subject somewhere here, and no one can managetovisitthemall. Hereisasmall
selection that wefound to be particul arly entertaining.

Maison deVictor Hugo—6, place desVosges. Visit the apartment where Hugo lived from 1832
t0 1848, and from 1870 after hereturned from exile. Here hewrote some of hismajor works, including
much of LesMiserables, and herehedied, in 1885.

M usée Car navalet—23, rue de Sévigné. Housed intwo mansionsinthe Maraisdistrict, thismu-
seum of the history of Parisfeaturesart and historica objectsin period settings, from prehistory and the
Roman period up through the 20" Century.

M usée Cognacqg-Jay—38, rue Elzévir. Room after room of enchanting 18"-century furniture,
paintings, and objetsdes artesfrom the vast collection of Ernest Cognacg and hiswife, Marie-Louise
Jay, foundersof the grand Parisdepartment store Samaritaine.

MuséeNational Edgar Delacr 0ix—6, rue de Furstenberg. Visit thisapartment where Delacroix
lived hislast years. Three of therooms (including the bedroom where he died), the studio, and the small
garden are opentothepublic. Makea“ Delacroix day” of it: see hismost famouswork, “ Liberty L ead-
ing the People,” inthe Louvre, tour the museum, then go to the Saint-Sul pice Churchto seehislast
work, the Chapel of theHoly Angels.

MuséeM ar mottan M onet—2, rue LouisBoailly. Thisformer hunting lodge housesthelargest col-
lection of Monet’ sworksintheworld, including* Impression: Solell Levant,” the painting that gavethe
Impressionist movement itsname. In addition, seealarge portion of Paul Marmottan’scollection de-
voted to the Napoleonic era, aswell asfurniture and artifactsfrom medieval timesto the 19" Century.

TheOrangerie—JardindesTuileries. A small greenhouseoriginaly built to overwinter orangetrees
fromthe Tuileries gardens has been compl etely renovated to house 8 of Monet’shuge” Waterlilies” can-
vases. Also ondisplay onthelower level are other Impressionist and 20-century paintings.

M usée Picasso—D5, ruede Thorigny. Another wonderful 17-century mansion, the Hétel Salé,
housesthishuge collection of works by Picasso and some of hiscontemporaries. Haveteainthegar-
den, watched by ahugeiron nanny goat.

Musée Rodin—79, ruede Varenne. Acrossthe street from the Hotel desinvalides. All of hismost
famousworks—and much more—arelocated in thishousewhere Rodin lived and worked. Many of
thelargest piecesarein the beautiful gardens. Enjoy lunch or teain the adjacent café, Le Jardin de
Varenne.



L odging

If you aregoing to bein Parisfor an extended stay—weweretherefor
two weeks—we can heartily recommend renting an apartment. Our lovely
placewasontherue &. Dominique, ashort walk fromthe Eiffel Tower. We
rented our apartment fromwww.ParisPerfect.com. Theownersincludea
hel pful 30-page guideto neighborhood shops, tourist attractions, and genera
information about living in Paris. Weloved shopping for our wine, cheese,
and breakfast breadsin the neighborhood.

Dining Theview from our living room window
We enjoyed breakfast “at home,” relaxed and informal . For luncheswe stopped at amuseum tearoom
or apleasant sidewalk café. We usualy took dinner wherewefound ourselves at the end of the day.

Thislist containsjust afew of our favoriterestaurant finds!

LeCaféMarly—theLouvre. A smal caféoverlooking the pyramid in the L ouvre courtyard.

Ma Bour gogne—19, place desVosges. Deliciousfood in abeautiful setting by the park.

Mon Vieil Ami—69, rue Saint Louisen |’ Tle. Thislovely restaurant onthefle St. Louiswas
formerly leMondede Chimeres. Thefood isstill good, and weweredeighted to find it appropriately
named: “My Old Friend.”

Cafédel’ Alma—>5, avenue Rapp. Edgy, modern decor and wonderful food.

LeFloreen|'Tle—31, rue St-Louis-en-I’ Tle. Good food and that fabul ous Berthillion ice cream!

Chez Ber nar d—3, rue Royale, Fontainebleau. Inthe Hotel Frangois| acrossfrom the Chéteau.

Aubergedu Vieux M oulin—21, rue Falaise, Giverny. Great country farein aromantic, bucolic
etting.

Salonsde ThéA Paris

“1 smile, drink tea, and recall Parisinthe Spring.
| fedl at peace and find theworld to bewonderful.” T. S. Eliot

The Mavensenjoy teawhenever possible. Here are some of our favoritesfrom our Paristrip.

Hotel Meurice—228, ruedeRivoli, near Notre Dame and Sainte-Chapelle. After atour of these
magnificent sites, enjoy highteainthe beautiful le Jardin d’ Hiver at the hotel. The elegant décor plus
lovely bouquetsof roses add to the excellent tea, with savoriesfollowed by thelavishteacart of
patisseries served in Le Salon Pompadour. Followingthis
enchanting experience, step out to the Ruede Rivoli and view the
interesting shopsor stroll through the TuileriesGardens.

A Priori Thé—35, GaerieVivienne, near PaaisRoyal.
Haveteaunder glassinthe Galerie Vivienne, a19"-century
shopping arcade. Thetealuncheon isrecommended for both the
food and the photogeniclocation. Relax at agallery tableand
review thewondersof the City of Light.

A delightful teaat A Priori Thé



Angelina—226, ruedeRivoli, near the Louvre. Take abreak from these great museumswith atea
luncheon or enjoy arelaxing afternoon tea. Both experiencesareapleasureinthislarge mirrored and
gilded teasalon that actually resemblesadecorated cake. A tin of Angelinateamakesawonderful
souvenir of Paris.

L eTrain Bleu—Garede Lyon. Catch thetrain to Fontainebleau. Upon returning from atour of the
Chéteau, maketimefor teaat the ornate Le Train Bleu, aBelle Epoque restaurant with dramatic carved
calings

Hoétel desMarronnier s—21, rue Jacob, Saint-Germain desPrés. Thistiny hotel intheLatin
Quarter hasalovely enclosed garden, agood placeto rest and enjoy tea.

Shopping

Beforeyour trip, read about those wonderful shopsand department stores, and organize theminto
neighborhoods. Asyou tour the museums and cathedras, you can duck into adelightful shopthatis
right downthestreet. For example, after visiting Notre Dame, stroll the shopsaongtheruedeRivoli
and then head to Angelinafor teaon the same street.

Hereareafew that we enjoyed:

TheMaraisDistrict
Maison d' auvrages (fabric & notions)—Entrée des Fournisseurs
Monic (jewelry) and many other shops—rue de Francs-Bourgeois, near the Place desVosges
LeCygneRose—47, rue St. Paul
Andre (shoes)—80, rue Saint-Antoine
TheRive Gauche
Saturday open market on ruele Cler onefinds shopsof every kind
CaféRichard (gourmet coffees, teas)—139, rue St. Dominique
LaMaison Ivre (kitchenitems)—a38, rue Jacob
Villeroy and Boch (dishes)—38, rue Saint-Sulpice
Gien (homedecor)—13, rue Jacob
Souleiado (fabric)—78, ruede Seine, in Saint-Germain desPrés
LeBon Marché (elegant designer department store and epicurean market) 24, ruede Sévre
I’Opéra
Fauchon (gourmet foods; a so great placeto lunch)—26, placedelaMadeleine
GderieViviennenear thePdasRoya
TledelaCité
Marchéaux Fleurs (flowers, plants)—place Louis-Lé&pine

LaDurée (chocolates) several locations;

All of thearchitecturally grand department stores (just tolook at the architectureand havetes;
pricesare outrageous)

All of the museum shops (these shops can a so become ahandy placeto meet your friendsif you
decidetogoindifferent directions)



Some General Information
New Travel Redtrictions

Becausetherulesfor weight and contents of suitcasesareever changing, itisalwayswiseto check
with your airline before packing. Wefound it possible, anong thethree of us, to check an almost empty
suitcaseasweleft theU.S. Thiswasagreat helpin packing toleave Paris. This, along withasmall
prayer to theluggage gods!

Itisso easy to exceed theweight limits on luggage. We each purchased one of the pre-franked
shipping boxes at the Paris post officein our neighborhood and shipped home our books and museum
pamphletsbecause of their weight. Thisleft spacein our bagsfor littletreasureswefoundinthose
wonderful shops. You pay one pricefor the box and then can mail whatever will fitinit.

Shoesand Feet
Becausethereisso muchto seeinany city, itisnecessary totake great
careof one'sfeet. Packingthe correct shoesisamust. Besureto wear any
shoesfor several daysbeforeatrip. New shoescan ruin asight-seeing day if
they cause pain. We also recommend at | east one pair of open-backed walk-
ing sandalsto account for swelling feet. Itisasoimportant to takemorethan
onepair of good walking shoes so you can switch off each day.
Eventhebest of packing plansand the most comfortable shoes cannot , . g
alwaysprevent foot pain. Remember those cobble stonesstreets! So,once  After ascertaining that you have
again you must plan ahead. Be sureto take along foot pads, cushioned Band- :ng‘;oigegtr;?gmgdgv‘;ifof
Aids, and thosewonderful moleskin patchesmadeby Dr. Scholl. They can Paris!
savetheday.

Other Must-pack Items
*  Wooalite(torinse out unmentionables)
* Oust or Febreze (we do share those bathrooms)
» Detergent pens(smal spillsand spots)
» Extraquart-sized Ziplock bags
» Travel Walletsthat can beworn under clothing to hold passport and extracash
e Smadl compass
» Foldablenylon shopping bags
e “Stop” and“Go” meds

FexiblePlans
Foreigntravel isalwaysfraught with unexpected events. Very oftenin Parissomework
-  Stoppage can upset one’splans. Thislesson was brought hometo usone evening. Wehad
purchased ticketsto the ballet at the OpéraGarnier: Cendrillon, aschoreographed by
Rudol ph Nureyev. When we arrived at the operahouse, wefound that the performance
was canceled dueto astrike. Wemet alady from New Jersey who had brought her two
daughtersto Parisjust for that evening. They had no other plansand were devas-
tated. The Mavensknow never to build an expensivetrip around asingleevent. We
caught ataxi to Pont I’ Alma, and boarded the Bateau M ouche. We enjoyed another
wonderful evening cruiseonthe Seine.
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GettingAbout intheCity

We once again appreciated thefinancia benefitsof traveling with friends. Parisisso beautiful, with
some of thegrandest architectureintheworld, soweprefer not to travel about inthe subway. Think
what youwould miss! The Parisiansareworking hard to clean al the ancient stonefagadesand bridges,
and thecity isbeginning to glow asit must have donein agespast. We discovered that going about the
Tlede France (themain part of Old Paris) in acab ischeaper and more comfortablethan most any other
mode of transportation. Although buying atwo-day passonthe Batobus (river bus) or the double-
decker busescan befun, itismore expensivethan just grabbing acab. Remember that cab farefor
threefriendsisawaysdivided by three! Eventhough most pricesin Parisare quite shocking, cabfareis
comparabletothecostinthe U.S., and distancesin the main part of Parisarerelatively short.

Another plusinthetaxi columnisthat it will take you right to the destination. The busesdrop off
only in predetermined spots, and thisusually callsfor abit of awalk to arrive at thefront door of the
museum or restaurant. Navigating the city in acab becomeseven moreof aplusif your feet areover the

ageof fifty.

Bon Voyage!!



